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Sports 

Keeping an Eye on the Podium, Brazil Invests in Sports Technologies 

National Sport Gets Olympic Laboratory 

 

FINEP will grant BRL 13 million to the Brazilian Olympic Committee - COB to create 

a laboratory that will be the main reference in Sports Sciences in Latin America. Designed 

in partnership with six universities from four states, it will be based in Rio de Janeiro. 

Preparations for hosting the 2016 Olympic Games go beyond concerns about the 

event's infrastructure. More than being a good host, Brazil wants to be on the podium. For 

this, encouragement from the fans alone is not enough. Science, technology and innovation 

are fundamental ingredients in the recipe for victories. 
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Marcus Vinícius Freire highlights the creation of a new culture in the preparation of 

athletes 

 

Economic Subsidy Support Amounts to BRL 7 million 

 

The 2007 notice of the Economic Subsidy Program, which provides for the application 

of non-refundable resources for innovation in companies(which do not need to be returned), 

granted almost BRL 7 million to the following projects: 

- The Wind-Up Free-Fall Simulator is a vertical, mobile, compact wind tunnel, unique 

in its category worldwide. This equipment generates a high-speed upward airflow that 



generates the sensation of flight, allowing skydiving training as well as entertainment. 

- Velaqua is a robot car that measures the speed of swimmers in real time. The 

objective is to execute and improve training protocols and scientific research in swimming. 

- Cycling now has a unique system in Brazil. It is an active “dual air” hydro pneumatic 

suspension model (air and oil), with infinite adjustment possibilities. There are only two 

similar products in the world, made in Italy and Taiwan. The suspension will consist of an 

integrated system of two air springs, replacing traditional steel or titanium springs, 

significantly reducing weight. 

- An Exercise Physiology and Kinanthropometry (the measurement of human beings 

in movement) Laboratory is being developed to improve the ability to assess physical activity 

and exercise prescription. The difference is the focus on import substitution, through 

Brazilian technological training. 

- Tennis will have a virtual environment for its practice, with total interactivity, allowing 

the improvement and analysis of moves, tactics and strategies. The project will also allow 

low-income communities or those without access to facilities and equipment to practice 

tennis through virtual reality. 

 

Innovation on the Agenda - Nov 2009/Jan 2010 
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